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SUBJECT: ELEFTHEROS COSMOS DEFENDANTS SENTENCED TO PRISON TERMS AND 
FINED 

REF: ATHENS 0630 

1 . COURT DECISION ISSUED EVENING JANUARY 21 IN ELEFTHEROS 
COSMOS CASE (REFTEL), COURT FOUND BOTH DEFENDANTS GUILTY 
OF INSULTING AUTHORITIES AND SPREADING FALSE REPORTS LIKELY 
TO CAUSE ANXIETY AMONG THE PUBLIC. 

2. COLUMNIST CONSTANTOPOULOS WAS SENTENCED TO 14 MONTHS 
IMPRISONMENT AND FINED 50,000 DRACHMAS WHILE PUBLISHER 
PANDELIS WAS SENTENCED TO FOUR MONTHS IMPRISONMENT AND 
FINED 5,000 DRACHMAS. COURT ALSO RULED THAT THE NEWSPAPER 
WILL BE DEPRIVED OF DUTY FREE NEWSPRINT FOR TWO MONTHS. 

BOTH DEFENDANTS APPEAALED THE SENTENCES AND WERE FREED 
PENDING RETRIAL. 

3. COURT PROCEEDINGS ON TUESDAY WERE MARKED BY 

SCUFFELS BETWEEN SUPPORTERS AND OPPONTENTS OF THE DEFENDANTS. 

THE POLICE INTERVENED TO RESTORE ORDER IN THE 
COURSE OF WHICH TWO JOURNALISTS ALLEGED THEY WERE 
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WORK STOPPAGE BY NEWSPAPERS UNIONS. IN ADDITION, IN 
PARLIAMENT A NUMBER OF DEPUTIES CRITICIZED THE WAY THE 
MATTER WAS HANDLED BY THE AUTHORITIES. THIS STIMULATED 
A STATEMENT BY MINISTER OF PUBLIC ORDER STAMATIS 
DEFENDING THE POLICE ACTIONS. 

KUBISCH 
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